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 Spring is upon us, though it may have felt like winter never truly arrived. One thing is cer-

tain, all signs of spring on the Seine have arrived; the sun is warm, the trees are green and 

even the warblers have returned in their annual migration (mark your calendars for May each 

year) and are flocking to the Bois-des-esprit and all along the greenway.  

Another sure sign of spring for us is that our Green team is set to hit the water in just a few 

weeks with a spiffy new row boat which should help them tackle record amounts of debris 

(although removing record amounts of debris also means there is still a lot going into the 

river!). They will be led by an experienced crew chief, Chris Pearce, who has headed up our 

community clean-ups for the past couple years. We will be having some evening clean-ups as 

well, if you are interested send us an email at saveourseine@gmail.com. Thanks to the late Jim 

Gyselinck for the donation of the rowboat (see the tribute to Jim at the end of this issue). 

Later in the issue you will see us thanking Casera Credit Union yet again, this time for their 

sponsorship of our Adopt A River program. The truth is we really can’t thank them enough, 

without them these programs would not happen and we are grateful for their support! 

In the news you have likely heard of the city’s plan to put municipal golf courses up for sale 

and development. SOS is of course concerned about this issue, in particular any course border-

ing the Seine. Thankfully we are not alone, a very motivated and well represented group of citi-

zens from across Winnipeg have banded together to create “OURS—Outdoor Urban Recreational 

Spaces” to lead the fight for consultation into the sale of these massive green spaces—which by 

the way are owned by you and I, the citizens of Winnipeg. We deserve a say in what happens 

to them. Let’s keep them OURS! 

Last but not least, thanks again to Manitoba Hydro for providing support in the   

printing of this newsletter! 
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International Trails Day—June 2 
Celebrate International Trails Day with Save Our Seine: Discover Your Connection to the Seine 
River’s Newest Trail 

Purpose: To celebrate the opening and create a connection to the new Seine River South Trail 

Date and Start Time: Saturday, June 2 at 11 am 

Gathering Area: Greenspace next to Shorehill Drive between Shorehill Bridge and Royalwood 
subdivision 

Parking: 

Extra Foods Parking lot, abutting St. Anne¹s Road next to Southglen Drive. 

Morrow Gospel Church, on St. Anne¹s Road, south of Shorehill Drive 

Program 

11 am—Begin gathering at Royalwood Park, next to Shorehill Bridgeentrance to Royalwood 

11:15  11:30—Welcome, recognition award to Dave Watson - past president of Save Our 

Seine 

11:30 -12:00—Pork Barbeque, Metis fiddler, live rapter, SOS and other displays 

12:00  12:15—Ceremonial opening of Seine River South Trail with Dave Watson and elected 

officials; at Morrow Church entrance 

12:15—Guided walks along Seine River South Trial (walk to take 45 minutes to one hour) 

Choosing to save a river is more often an act of passion than of careful calculation. 

You make the choice because the river has touched your life in an intimate and    

irreversible way, because you are unwilling to accept its loss. 

— (David Bolling, How to Save a River: Handbook for Citizen Action) 

Save Our Seine Inc. is proud to sponsor the national “Adopt-A-River” program in the Louis-Riel 

School Division again this year and next. This program is a hands-on learning experience for 

young students and their teachers to engage in the life of the Seine River, to learn how to ap-

preciate and protect its many eco-systems, and to mentor “river stewards” for the future!   

This exciting program would not be possible without our sponsors!  As our major funder of this 

program for the next two years, Casera is committed to the values of environmental care and 

sustainability in the community as expressed in the vision of the Adopt-A-River program.  We 

are very grateful for their incredible financial support as well as previous support from Red 

River Co-op, Manitoba Hydro and RBC Blue Water Project. May the natural magic of the Seine 

touch the lives of all involved in the program in “intimate and irreversible ways!” 

Many thanks to Casera our other Adopt a River sponsors!  

Adopt a River 

Sandra Stewart—SOS Board Member 
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 OURS-Winnipeg (Outdoor Urban Recreational Spaces-Winnipeg) is a city-wide organization 

committed to the protection of our urban environment. The current priority for OURS-Winnipeg 

is to ensure that city-owned green space remains public for present and future citizens of Win-

nipeg. OURS is committed to stopping the proposed sale of city-owned public golf courses for 

residential or commercial development. 

The City of Winnipeg quietly called for Expressions of Interest last year for seven City-owned 

golf courses and received a number of proposals by the deadline of October 26 to either take 

over the operation of the golf courses or purchase the land for residential or commercial devel-

opment. The seven golf courses are Windsor Park, John Blumberg, Harbor View, Crescent Drive, 

Canoe Club, Tuxedo and Kildonan.  

Save Our Seine hosted a community meeting about the golf course issue in November 2011 

that drew close to 200 concerned citizens. An outcome of the meeting was the establishment of 

OURS-Winnipeg, a city-wide coordinating group. On February 24, OURS-Winnipeg delivered a 

petition with 6000 names to the City Clerk's Office. 

The City is governed by The City of Winnipeg 

Charter. Under the Charter, the City has authority 

to preserve and protect properties that hold spe-

cial, local, historic significance. The City of Winni-

peg Charter requires that parks and cemeteries 

may not be disposed of without approval by a vote 

of 2/3 of all members of council, indicting the seri-

ous consideration required for such a change. 

Plans by the City of Winnipeg to sell or lease city-

owned greenspaces/golf courses for commercial or 

residential development are contrary to the direc-

tions and guidelines contained in two recently ap-

proved City planning documents.  Our Winnipeg 

and Complete Communities were adopted and put 

into effect in the summer of 2011. These docu-

ments are bylaws.  

The main rational the City provided for selling the golf courses is they are losing money. There 

has been no mention of the considerable benefits, both quantifiable and otherwise these green-

spaces provide. The Operational Review of Winnipeg Golf Services indicated $1.7 million was 

moved out of the Winnipeg Golf Services account and into the General Revenue Fund between 

2003 and 2009, money that could have been used to keep the golf courses competitive.  

Outdoor Urban Recreational Spaces—OURS 

Pam Lucenkiw—OURS Chairwoman 

Wilma Sotas—SOS Board Member 
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Golf Course Date Mayor 

Wpg Public Parks 

Board Est. 

1893 Thomas William Tay-

lor 

Canoe Club 

(Incorporated) 

1890’s (Golf Course later 

added) 

Kildonan  1921 Edward Parnell 

Windsor Park 1924 Seymour James 

Farmer 

Tuxedo 1933 

(Depression 

Era) 

Ralph Humphreys 

Webb 

Crescent Drive 1966 Steven Juba 

John Blumberg 1966 Steven Juba 

Harbour View 1982 William Norrie 

7 Golf Courses for 

Sale 

2011 Sam Katz 
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OURS-Winnipeg proposes the following: 

1. Maintain parks, greenspace and golf courses as public spaces with no commercial or resi-

dential development. 

2. Keep public golf courses as key components for beginners' learning golf and multi-

generational recreational golfing opportunities. 

3. Utilize innovative management models to ensure golf course operations are self-

sustaining. 

4. Identify brownfields as the priority development focus for urban density intensification. 

5. Amend the City of Winnipeg Charter to establish a Park/Greenspace Land Trust for per-

petual public park and greenspace protection. 

6. Engage the citizens of Winnipeg in genuine and timely discussions regarding their vision 

of the future of their parks and greenspaces. 

7. Initiate a consultation and analysis process to determine the pace and location of develop  

ment of new parks in our urban environment. 

To truly appreciate the significance of the urban park system, it is important to have a historical 

perspective of the parks and green spaces of our city (see sidebar opposite page). Winnipeg’s 

park system has been 120 years in the making. In 1893, the Winnipeg Public Parks Board was 

established.  New parks and golf courses have been 

added over the years, Kildonan Golf Course was estab-

lished in 1921, Windsor Park Golf Course in 1924, and 

Tuxedo in 1933. Harbour View was the most recent in 

1982. In the mid 1860's citizens advocated for public 

parks to be provided by municipal governments. If, in 

the 1860's to the 1890's, this enlightened “City Beauti-

ful Movement" could create the impetus for Winnipeg's 

parks and green spaces, with fewer taxpayers and 

fewer dollars and a much smaller population, surely 

Winnipeg, in 2012, can flourish with parks and green 

spaces. We certainly have the population. Political will can make this attainable. 

Following a successful public forum on March 19th, OURS-Winnipeg is continuing to gather sup-

porters. Until the October 26 Expression of Interest has been formally withdrawn, the golf 

courses remain available for commercial and resident development. They will be perceived as a 

lucrative real estate opportunity and an easy source of cash. It is vitally important for petitions 

to be signed and for people to express their concerns until this is resolved. A second petition 

campaign is underway with a goal of obtaining 14,000 additional signatures. Get involved by 

downloading a petition and taking it around to friends neighbours and family, sign on line, sup-

port neighbourhood petitioning and help spread the word.  

Check out www.ours-winnipeg.com. Let’s keep Winnipeg greenspaces ours! 
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Concerned citizens pack the St. Vital United Church at 

the March 19th public forum. 



 

 

Nestled below the streets of St. Vital and St. Boniface lies the Seine River, nearly hidden in it’s 

forests of Oak, Ash and Maple as it winds its way north to the Red River near the center of the 

city. A glance through a City map shows that this little river quietly winds it’s way through 

roughly 11 kilometers of the City, through industrial zones, past rail yards, under freeways and 

streets and through urban and sub-urban developments. What also becomes apparent when 

you look at the map is the contrasting pattern of the natural meandering path of the river 

against the sharp geometry of the City’s grid; like a conflicting philosophy.  

The city, like any industrialized and developing landscape, can be a hostile place for a river; and 

the Seine has its battle scars. Few places is the conflict between wilderness conservation and 

industrial development seen more clearly than the river. However a new philosophy has been 

emerging among some developers in the City, reflected first in Royalwood Phase II, a sub-

urban housing development which sits immediately adjacent to the Bois des Espirit. What sets 

Royalwood apart from previous housing developments, is the way this development engages 

the river and its forested parkway. Royalwood showcases extensive use of native grass commu-

nities, 15 acres of functional, wetland-style storm water retention ponds and highly innovative 

best management practices at the Shorehill bridge to restore a level of ecological function 

where habitat alteration was inevitable. The landscape concept of Royalwood implemented a 

science–based environmental ethic that produced measurable improvements in the way major 

developments affect our riparian habitat; and naturally, it started with water.  

Royalwood’s lakes are its first connection to the River. An experienced biologist, known to the 

author, had mistaken the then 3-year-old constructed retention ponds for natural pre-existing 

wetlands. While this is perhaps the ultimate compliment that can be paid to an environmental 

designer, it should be noted that the 2 lakes at Royalwood are a designed-hybrid between a 

typical city-standard SRB and a 

constructed wetland. The key differ-

ence between these lakes and the 

standard retention pond is that the 

aquatic vegetation communities 

were designed. In fact, calculations 

went into maximizing emergent 

wetland vegetation and still retain 

the appearance of a natural open 

water lake. The other less obvious 

difference is that the designed wet-

land plant community allows the 

lake to process or dissipate con-

taminants in urban water runoff.  

Royalwood Naturalization and the Bois-des-Esprit 

Chris Penner —SOS Board Member 

www.saveourseine.com 6 



 

 

www.saveourseine.com 

 

7 

To make the comparison, the lakes at Royalwood perform more like an ecological system than 

the conventional retention pond which could be better described as an ecological dead-end. In 

fact the large body of research that has identified the filtering capacity of wetlands has been put 

into practice at a commercial scale where constructed wetlands are used as water polishing 

ponds to effectively treat industrial effluent. Predictably, urban runoff is laden with sediment, 

nutrient and a range of other known pollutants like oil, gasoline and heavy metals. But water 

that would normally be filtered into the landscape through vegetation, percolating into soil, 

through roots, or stored temporarily in wetlands, is now ushered quickly down into sewers, 

without the benefit of natural processing and out into a nearby river.  

In Royalwood’s case, several hundred acres of sub-urban runoff water must pass through these 

lakes, effectively reintroducing a level of natural filtration and processing before entering the 

Seine River. Early and recent water quality measurements have shown that the water leaving 

the Royalwood lakes is significantly cleaner than comparable standard City retention lakes, has 

also been shown to exceed Federal and Provincial various guidelines for municipal effluent re-

lease, and is also very likely to be cleaner than the Seine River itself. All this and the only thing 

these lakes were intended to do was to look pretty and prevent basements from flooding.  

The lakes are only a part of an interconnected story in the landscaping concept. Replacing con-

ventional sod in most of the public areas, is a multi-species community of native prairie grasses 

and forbs. The concept of naturalization, to some, is to pull the lawn mowers off and let the site 

go to weeds. Conversely, the extensive prairie plantings in the public area of Royalwood are the 

result of decades of research into applied ecology and seeding methodology. These are specifi-

cally designed plant communities that require very little turf management, no fertilizer and only 

the water that comes out of the sky. This means no excess nutrient loading originating from the 

public areas.  

It also looks good too. Ask anyone who has noticed the fall color in the grass plantings next to 

the Bois des Espirit parkway, around the lakes or at the bridge. Considering that Winnipeg lies 

in the historic range of the Tallgrass prairie, it is no surprise that the public areas were planted 

to tall-grass prairie species. The natural textures and colours of the native plantings act as a 

segue into the forested parkway and gives a nod to the area’s natural history as a savannah. 

(Side note: Ironically, many of these same species would have originally occupied this site be-

fore the land was broken decades ago).  

The same upland planting concept was incorporated along Shorehill Drive to the bridge where 

the forest, perhaps the largest most contiguous in the urban segment of the Seine, had been 

interrupted by the Shorehill access to St Anne’s Road. The landscaping concept however se-

lected innovative planting options to best blend with these alterations and make the best of the 

situation. Native forest edge grass species were planted along the road side and bridge 

‘eyelets’, successfully short-circuiting the tendency for invasive weeds to occupy new forest 

openings. Willow cuttings were installed directly into the Rip-Rap along the shorelines as a 

means of ‘softening’ the look of the rock armouring, but they also exert competitive pressure on 

undesirable noxious weeds like Reed-canary grass and rag weed. It also provides decent cover 

for migrant and resident bird populations using the Seine river corridor.  Continued next page... 



 

 

In some places the willows have spread and concealed much of the RipRap. This technique of 

planting into RipRap, first demonstrated in the Bois des Espirit, is now being further explored in 

shoreline rehabilitation work as a way to reintroduce natural function in hard armoured sites.  

Royalwood has raised the bar for innovative, environmentally ethical landscape development, 

and not just where development occurs near sensitive habitat. All of the major sub-urban de-

velopments in Winnipeg have since followed suit. The landscaping philosophy demonstrated at 

Royalwood is rooted in science and is measureable in cleaner runoff water, and reduced main-

tenance inputs. Most significantly, Royalwood has demonstrated that the approach is practical 

and that no-one had to re-invent the wheel to get it done. Even the City’s strict geometry now 

has a better way to blend with the river’s that give the City so much of it’s character.  

So walking through among the tall grass near the lakes, you might wonder as you enter the 

forest; ‘why hasn’t anyone thought of this before?’ With this in mind we return to the river 

sanctuary and let it do for us what it does best; capture our imagination and invite us around 

another bend. 

Royalwood Naturalization and the Bois-des-Esprit—ctd. 

On October 23 at 7 pm in the evening, SOS will hold it’s Annual General Meeting. This is your 

chance to hear all about the activities of SOS in the past year, meet with board members and 

volunteers and have your say in issues relating to the Seine! We hope to see you out! 

October 23—Save the date 

SAVE  OUR  SEINE   2012 DONATION   FORM 

 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 

     (DONOR’S NAME)      

Address: ___________________________________________________________ _  

City:_____________________      Email:_____________________________________ 

    (ADDRESS FOR TAX RECEIPT RETURN) 

Province:__________ Postal Code:___________  Phone: (_______)  — ______—___________ 

 

Email Address:_____________________________________     Charitable Tax Number  89399 6975 RR0001  

Please Mail to: Save Our Seine—Box 83—208 Provencher Boulevard—Wpg, MB—R2H 3B4 

I would like to receive the newsletter by mail. 

I would like to receive the newsletter by email. 

I would be interested in volunteering for SOS in the following activities: 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Originally from India and the western Himalayas, this at-

tractive orchid-like plant (also known as Policeman’s hel-

met, Indian balsam, and Poor Man’s orchid) was intro-

duced as an ornamental to many parts of Europe, New 

Zealand and North America.  It has escaped cultivation 

to invade natural areas in these regions.  In Western 

Canada, Himalayan balsam has escaped gardens and is 

infesting areas of Alberta and BC. Locally, it is found 

growing in Winnipeg in some Wolseley and East Kildonan 

gardens and two river banks areas, one on the Seine 

near Bishop Grandin.  One location of this plant in Port-

age La Prairie was removed.  ISCM hopes to stop the 

spread of this plant beyond Winnipeg through aware-

ness, volunteer reporting and removal.    

Himalayan balsam is an annual succulent herb with 

stems that are smooth, reddish-colored and hollow.  

Plants can grow up to three meters (10 ft) tall.  Leaves 

are opposite or whorled, red-toothed, and occur in pairs 

or threes.  Flowers are small, pink to purple in color, and 

shaped like an English policeman’s helmet (which describes another common name given).  Hi-

malayan balsam is capable of producing 800 seeds in pods which explode when ripe and eject 

their seeds up to five meters.  Seeds will float and quickly be transported along waterways to 

infest new areas.  Gardeners often pass on the seed to friends due to its ornamental beauty. 

Himalayan balsam will grow in natural forests, disturbed areas, riverbanks, wetlands, and gar-

dens, all of which are found along the Seine River.  There are no natural enemies (e.g. disease, 

predators or competition) to keep this plant in check, and it will aggressively grow and spread.  

Dense stands of Himalayan balsam can form preventing establishment of native plants, make 

stream banks vulnerable to erosion when the shallow-rooted plants die back, and reduce overall 

biodiversity and ecological value of the land.     

To prevent the spread of Himalayan balsam, the Invasive Species Council of Manitoba encour-

ages SOS members and all Manitobans to remove the plant or at least remove flowers before 

seed set and report it to ISCM to assist with its control.  For more information please contact us 

at (204) 232-6021 or info@invasivespeciesmanitoba.com. Call or email for a “Grow Me Instead” 

brochure for gardeners. 

Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) 

A garden escapee in Manitoba 

Invasive Species Council of Manitoba 
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 James Paul Gyselinck, ardent supporter of ‘Save Our Seine’ for many years has served no-

tice that he has picked his last bag of garbage, has planted his last tree and will no longer be 

attending any more SOS events. On February 4, 2012, Jim lost his battle with a determined  

illness that took him from this precious planet that he loved so dearly.  His colleagues and 

friends at SOS are now left to carry on the good fight and to continue the hard work that has 

defined SOS for over 20 years.  

Jim will be especially missed by the ‘Green Teams’ that spend their summers cleaning the de-

bris clogging and despoiling our little river. To these student workers he was more than a 

Macgyver who could fix anything, he was also a teacher and a mentor they could turn to when-

ever they had a problem.  

Jim was raised on a market-garden type farm in South St. Vital and just like the vegetables 

thriving in the good earth, Jim’s love of nature also grew.  We’re not sure when this love turned 

into an obsession but we suspect it started at that exquisite moment when Jim stepped into a 

canvas covered canoe and dipped a paddle for the first time. Nobody warned Jim that paddling 

with like-minded, ‘good ole boys’ for even short periods in the boreal wilderness could become 

addictive.  And so it came to pass that this seemingly innocent activity became a consuming 

passion that required a “fix” on a regular basis. Beginning in the early 1960’s Jim and his bud-

dies paddled the waters of countless lakes and rivers from the Rockies through to Ontario. 

These once casual trips became an annual ritual that carried on for over forty years.  

In the early spring, Jim and his buddies would often take a practice paddle down a nearby river. 

Of course their favorite was the Seine.  All were enchanted by the beauty, the abundance of 

wildlife, and the peaceful solitude within the city.  They were also appalled at the garbage, the 

frequent logjams and the concrete rubble, that blocked the river in too many places.  

Ever the problem solver, Jim was determined to do his part in making a difference. His initial 

concern was to help clean the Seine, to make it more navigable, more pleasurable to paddle but 

he soon got caught up in the multitude of causes that continue to motivate volunteer members 

at SOS. 

In the mid 1990’s SOS learned that ‘Ladco’ was planning a huge housing development east of 

the Seine River, just South of John Bruce Rd.  This development commonly referred to as ‘Royal 

Wood’ encompassed about 100 acres of pristine river-bottom oak forest, a priceless gem that 

just had to be preserved.  Negotiations between Ladco and the City dragged on for years with 

seemingly little progress until one fateful day in 2002 when SOS members were notified that 

Ladco bulldozers were spotted heading towards the forest.  

Jim Gyselinck and Marcel Ritchot were the first to arrive and they defiantly stood in front of the 

bulldozers, delaying them long enough for reporters and politicians to witness the horrific scene 

unfolding.  

Jim Gyselinck— A Fond Farewell 

Jules Legal—Former SOS President 
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 Ultimately the bulldozers prevailed and a wide swath of magnificent oaks that had served 

a multitude of living creatures for a century and more, were mowed down like bothersome 

twigs.  

I believe that this brave gesture by Jim and Marcel was the catalyst which shamed Ladco and 

City negotiators to finalize the deal that culminated in the preservation of 80 acres, adjacent to 

the Seine. This precious place is now reverentially referred to as ‘Bois des esprit’.  

Jim was honoured this past summer for having submitted this perfect name. It means ‘woods 

where the spirits dwell’. The spirits are the souls of aboriginal peoples and Metis settlers who 

made this special place their home in the not so distant past.   

Your compatriots at SOS salute you Jim. We thank you for your unbounded generosity and for 

being there, when we needed you. Your spirit lives on and we can well imagine that it too shall 

be roving these hallowed woods for all time. 

Above: Jim on one of his adventures on the Mantario trail. 

Top Right: Jim accepts a plaque in June 2011 in honour of his coining the name 

“Bois-des-esprits” and his efforts in saving the forest. 

Bottom Right: Marcel Ritchot, Jules Legal, Bev Sawchuk, Dave Danyluk, Jim 

Gyselinck and Dave Watson accept the Canadian Geographic Canadian        

Environmental Award in 2004, a prestigious honour. 

Below: Jim (left) hiking along the rails just north of Caddy lake. 



 

 

SOS Vice President Denis DePape addresses the crowd and the media at the January 

18th walk along the Seine cosponsored by OURS. 

An impromptu skating trail was created by residents along Egerton road 

this winter! 

Students sample water and dip for bugs in a visit to 

the Seine for the Adopt a River program 

Friends and SOS volunteers pitch in to shore up Jim 

Gyselinck’s dikes in 2011 when his health was failing. 

Overflow seating was necessary at the March 19th OURS forum. 


